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Social Innovation  
in a Digital Context 

Social Innovation in a Digital Context (SIDC) is a one 
year academic scholarship programme for social and di-
gital innovators from the Middle East, North Africa and 
South Asia. The programme includes both interactive 
and practical components focusing on the relationship 
between digital technology and socio-political change, 
and how change makers can harness this relationship to 
build better societies.

The programme relates to key aspects of the societal 
construction in contemporary, digitized global so- ciety. 
SIDC addresses the value-base of design in new techno-
logy; the functions – and the politics – of security issues 
in and around digital infrastructures; we compare it to 
the uses of Human Rights throughout the world. The 
struggles in and around the infrastructures of new me-
dia are a politicized domain and one of the emerging, 
grand challenges of the modern global society. The SIDC 
addresses this fact starkly.

The aim of the programme is to enable participants 
to develop creative and viable individual projects that 
help strengthen human rights and democracy building in 
their home countries, as well as boosting understanding 
of the use of digital tools for sociopolitical change.
The programme is split into two parts and runs for one 
year, mixing academic coursework with interactive work- 
shops, seminars and individual project work.
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For the first six months, participants will be based at 
Lund University and develop their individual projects. 
It’s a rigorous programme with a substantive amount of 
required reading for seminars that requires a full-time 
commitment (about 40 hours per week).

After completing the first phase at Lund University, 
participants will return to their home countries. They 
will focus on launching their projects and adapting them 
to a local context in their home environments. Regular 
assistance from assigned mentors and faculty at Lund 
University will be provided throughout the second half 
of the programme, which runs for six months. During 
this implementation phase, the projects will be visited 
and reviewed by the mentors.

At the end of the programme, there will be a follow-up 
conference where participants will present their imple-
mented projects. Upon completion of the programme 
and presentation of the project, participants will receive 
a programme diploma from Lund University.

The programme relates 
to key aspects of the 
societal construction in 
contemporary digitized 
global society.
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Kari Rönkkö, Director of Programme 

I’m an Associate Professor in Software Engineering affi-
liated with the Lund University Internet Institute, where 
I focus code as law, social media, user experience and 
value sensitive participatory design. Here I investigate 
norm structures from a living law informed ethnography 
point of view. Some of my previous research interests 
are usability testing, communication issues in software 
development projects, user inclusiveness and ethnomet-
hodologically informed ethnography.

Related to the content of this programme, I also work as 
a product development officer in the IT industry, leading 
the development of an education cloud solution, a so-
cial innovation targeting school related challenges in 
emerging markets. Also, I head a research group at Lund 
University Internet Institute that studies social media in 
professional organisations.

My vision for this programme is to educate world class 
social innovators. I want our programme to pro- duce 
social innovations that will echo around the world.
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Marcin de Kaminski, Director of Programme 

I’m a sociologist of law (PhDc) affiliated with the Lund 
University Internet Institute, where I focus on legal and 
normative conflicts between online and AFK. My main 
approach is to investigate the internal norms of net 
based cultures and communities and relate them both 
to different aspects of the law and to other parts of 
our everyday life. Some of the Issues that I have covered 
during the recent years include net cultures, -subcultures 
and Internet politics. That means that my field of interest 
stretches from online norms, habits and conflicts to po-
licy issues and more hands-on internet activism.

I am also a long-time Internet activist, and have initiated 
a long range of progressive projects related to Internet 
and society during the last 15 years, both related to 
grass-root activism and high-level governmental policy 
processes.

My aim with this programme is to encourage partici-
pants to engage in activism, online and offline, for social 
change in a connected world.
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Hope Spoken/Broken
A project aiming at giving ordinary people in Jabalia Refugee 
Camp in Gaza a voice. Habitants are interviewed and filmed. 
After translation, the films are sent to poets, hip hop artists 
and spoken word artists around the world who interpret the 
stories and turn them into performances that are spread on-
line.

Bashar Lubbad is a photojournalist, blogger and activist in the 
Gaza Strip. Osama Shomar is Co-founder of the youth group 
Gaza Youth Breaks Out (GYBO), an activist, freelance fixer, 
and part time English tutor.

We come from Palestine, Gaza Strip. 

Since the Nakba of 1948, Palestinians have been denied hu-
man rights while forced to live in refugee camps in Palestine, 
Lebanon, Jordan and Syria. For example, 70% of Gaza’s 1.7 
million population are refugees, living in eight refugee camps, 
most of which are registered with the United Nations’ Relief 
and Work Agency. Amidst the neglect, denial of human rights 
and recurring “Nakbahs” that persist within these camps, 
Palestinian refugees still hope, dream, aspire and wish for a 
better future.

By turning interviews From Jabalia Refugee Camp 
into poetry and music and sharing them via new 
digital and social media, we hope to increase 
awareness and empathy for Palestinians and in- 
spire more people to get involved in advocacy and 
activism for necessary change.

Osama and Bashar were two of the fifteen participants in 
the first pilot programme 2012. The programme – the first of 
its kind - gathered bloggers, video activists, journalists and 
hackers from Algeria in the West to Iraq in the East.

A project from SIDC 2012
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Bashar Lubbard Osama Shomar

“Peoples' lives and stories are very similar; 
I am one of those people, but every time I 
visit the camp, I sense the absence of the 
past and the detachment of the present.” 
Salma Abu Dahi, 26 years old

During six months, the participants had the opportunity to 
receive a specially tailored education consisting of in-depth 
lectures and discussions covering current human rights issues, 
hands-on training in internet security, and workshops related 
to participatory design both in a technical and organizational 
sense. A red line throughout the programme consisted of 
practical training in project management and how to facilitate 
group processes.

http://hopespokenbroken.com
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Lund University was founded in 1666, is one 
of the oldest universities in northern Europe 
and one of Scandinavia’s largest education 
and research institutions. It is con- sistently 
ranked among the world’s top 100 universi-
ties and is a non-profit public university with 
a student body of 47,000 students spread 
over eight faculties. The university is located 
in the city of Lund in southern Sweden, only 
10 minutes away from Sweden’s third largest 
city Malmö and 40 minutes from the Danish 
capital of Copenhagen.
Lund University Internet Institute is a multi-
disciplinary research facility within Lund Uni-
versity, focused on studying digitisation and 
innovation in relation to societal change. LUii 

works in close collaboration with other actors 
at Lund University, as well as external acade-
mic and corporate actors. Among the topics 
covered by the inter-disciplinary research are 
open access and data, digital inclusion and 
online violations.

www.luii.lu.se

Lund University Internet Institute

Lund University Internet Institute was established 
in 2012 and has its headquarters in the Castle of 
Landskrona, also known as the Citadel.

Social innovations are innovations that are 
social both in their ends and their means – 
new ideas (products, services and models) 
that simultaneously meet social needs (more 
effectively than alternatives) and create new 
social relationships or collaborations. They are 
innovations that are not only good for society 
but also enhance society’s capacity to act. So-
cial innovations take place across boundaries 
between the public sector, the private sector, 

ICT as a means for Social Innovation

the voluntary sector and the household. Ma-
king use of digital means, information and 
communication technology (ICT) for social 
innovation provides new possibilities. The 
aim is to create novel and useful solutions to 
social needs or problems that are better than 
existing approaches (i.e., more effective, ef-
ficient, sustainable or just) and for which the 
value created accrues primarily to society as a 
whole rather than private individuals.
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The Swedish Institute helps Sweden reach various international goals concerning foreign policy, 
education, international aid and development. Our activities span over fields such as culture, 
society, research, higher education, business, innovation, democracy and global development.

We promote interest and confidence in Sweden around the world. SI seeks to establish coopera-
tion and lasting relations with other countries through strategic communication and exchange 
in different fields. Our work with Sweden’s image abroad and our activities in international 
development cooperation go hand in hand. The overarching goal is to create mutual relation- 
ships with other countries around the world. Our support of Swedish language instruction at 
foreign universities also fits into this common agenda.

SI acts as a coherent representative of Sweden and of Swedish skills, values and experience in 
the world. SI operates within the framework of public diplomacy – understanding, informing, 
influencing and developing relations with people in other countries – and works closely with 
Swedish and foreign partners as well as with Swedish embassies and consulates around the 
world.

www.si.se

The Swedish Institute
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From the exibition To me there’s no other choice Raoul Wallenberg 1912-2012.
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Bridging knowledge for a better world
Lund University Commissioned Education (LUCE) is a division at the 
university specializing in the marketing, sale, quality assurance and 
administration of commissioned education from Lund University. 
LUCE makes the resources of Scandinavia’s largest university availa-
ble to companies, organizations and authorities aiming to develop 
their business and staff. We tailor courses and programmes to suit 
professional development needs, offering education and training 
on campus, online or in the workplace. Lund University Internet 
Institute is responsible for the content of the programme, while LUCE 
is responsible for the programme administration, such as planning 
and implementation of activities, participants service and quality 
assurance.

www.education.lu.se

Lund University  
Commissioned Education
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LINNAEUS UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT 
OF MEDIA AND JOURNALISM, 
FOJO MEDIA INSTITUTE
The Media and Journalism department (MJ) 
at Linnaeus University in Kalmar offers degree 
programmes and research opportunities with 
a specialization in journalism and media and 
communication studies.
Fojo is part of the Linnaeus University with 
a special commission to support free and 
independent media, nationally and interna- 
tionally. Fojo Media Institute works to 
strengthen free, independent and professio-
nal media and journalists. Since 1991, Fojo 
has been engaged in international media 
support and has facilitated journalists, media 
houses and media institutes.
During a two-day conference in Kalmar, 
PhD Anne- lie Ekelin and professor Renaud 
de la Brosse meet the SIDC participants in a 
rich environment that supports discussions, 
exchange of experiences, reflection and lear-
ning.

www.lnu.se/utbildning/program/MGJOM
www.fojo.se 

CENTER FOR MIDDLE EASTERN STUDIES
The Center for Middle Eastern Studies was 
founded in 2007 in an effort to support and 
coordinate research on the region at Lund 
University. Research on the Middle East has 
existed in Lund since the university’s foun-
ding in 1666. Over the last few decades, an 
increasing amount of disciplines across all 
faculties of the university have begun con- 
ducting research and teaching courses on the 
region. CMES will continue to support these 
efforts by becoming a international hub in 
Scandinavia for interdisciplinary research on 
the Middle East.

www.cmes.lu.se

SÖDRA ESPLANADEN CREATIVE STUDIO
Södra Esplanaden (SE) creative studio is the 
work and meeting space for our SIDC parti- 
cipants. SE studio lives by the idea of getting 
”to be your own person while simultaneously 
having the advantage of being among oth-
ers.” It is an environment suited for playful 
workshops and visions. We regularly arrange 
inspiring lunch lectures and creative break-
fast meetings as well as other interesting 
encounters. Here the participants find other 
self-employed entrepreneurs who work in 
communication in some form. The studio 
provides an opportunity for collaboration, to 
share ideas and access a large, professional 
network of media actors close by.

www.sodraesplanaden.se

SWEDISH SOUTH ASIAN  
STUDIES NETWORK
 SASNET is a national network for research, 
education and information on South Asia. 
The aim is to encourage and promote an 
open and dynamic networking process in 
which Swedish researchers co-operate with 
researchers in South Asia, as well as globally. 
The network is open to all sciences. The basic 
idea is that South Asian studies will be most 
fruitfully pursued in co-operation between 
researchers working in different institutions 
with a solid base in their mother disciplines. 
The network is financed entirely by Lund 
University. SASNET belongs to the so-called 
Special Activities of Lund University, but is 
located in the premises of the Centre for East 
and South East Asian Studies (ACE).

www.sasnet.lu.se

Programme Partners
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For more information about the application procedure, 
please contact:

MARIA HENOCH
Programme Manager at the Swedish Institute,  
maria.henoch@si.se

For more information about the programme design and 
content, please contact:

KARI RÖNKKÖ
Lund University Internet Institute,  
kari.ronkko@soclaw.lu.se

MARCIN DE KAMINSKI
Lund University Internet Institute,  
marcin.de_kaminski@soclaw.lu.se

www.sidc2013.com

Contact information

Lund University Internet Institute (LUii) is a part of 
Centre for Work, Technology and Social Change (WTS).


